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Nirvana Day Service (Nehan-e)
Sunday, February 8, 2026
10:00 a.m.

ALL ARE INVITED

All are invited to Daifukuji’s Nehan-e Service. This Nirvana Ceremony commemorates the pari-nirvana
of Shakyamuni Buddha. A scroll showing the reclining Buddha surrounded by his followers and animals
in mourning will be displayed inside the temple. In his last discourse, the Buddha taught that although
the physical body dies, the Dharma is eternal. By taking refuge in the Three Treasures and practicing the
precepts, we can see that the Buddha is always with us. A Dharma message will be delivered by Rev.
Jiko.

Everyone is invited to stay for lunch. Although paper goods will be available, we would appreciate you
bringing your own reusable plate, utensils, & mug to help Daifukuji become more eco-friendly.

The gift shop will be open. Donations of canned and packaged food for the Hawai‘i Island Food Basket
will be accepted.

The service will be live-streamed via Daifukuji’s YouTube channel. We invite you to become a
subscriber:  https://www.youtube.com/c/DaifukujiSotoZenHawaii.

: Our Fujinkai is having a pancake breakfast fundraiser on February 14th andé
: humbly asks for everyone’s support. Tickets are $12 and may be purchased in:
i advance or at the door. Manju and sushi vinegar will also be sold. See page 2 for:
: details. :


https://www.youtube.com/c/DaifukujiSotoZenHawaii
http://www.daifukuji.org

PANCAKE
BREAKFAST

Food and fellowship to bring our community together!

Saturday, Feb 14, 2026 ¢ 7:00am to 10:30am

A FUNDRAISER FOR THE DAIFUKUJI FUJINKAI
$12

TICKET IS GOOD FOR 1 BREAKFAST PLATTER WHICH INCLUDES MISO SOUP AND COFFEE,
TEA, OR JUICE. VEGETARIAN OPTIONS.

DAIFUKUJI SOTO MISSION SOCIAL HALL
79-7241 MAMALAHOA HWY, NEXT TO TESHIMA'S RESTAURANT

Tickets may be purchased in advance at Daifukuji Soto Mission
Tickets will also be sold at the door on February 14

FOR MORE INFORMATION & TO BUY TICKETS CONTACT

(808) 322-3524

| will also be sold

Manju,
cookbooks, etc.

" The temple gift
shop will be open

Mahalo for supporting the Daifukuiji Fujinkai!



New Year, New Vision
by Reverend Jiko Nakade

Aloha everyone,

Happy Year of the Fire Horse to all! It was a joy to see many sangha members at
Daifukuji’s New Year’s Day blessing service.

A new year has begun and I’m looking at the world through new eyes. A few days ago I underwent
cataract surgeries in Hilo. Shortly after leaving the surgery center I looked at majestic Mauna Kea in the
distance and was able to see not only snow at the summit, but also the gleaming observatories. Free of
the cataracts that had obstructed my vision, my new eyes looked upon a world that appeared brighter,
clearer, and more vibrant. I could clearly see the leaves rustling on the trees and the faces of people
walking along the streets. I was amazed! It goes without saying that I am grateful for modern medicine
and surgical techniques.

This experience made me reflect upon the Dharma, the teachings of the Buddha that help us to “see
reality more clearly.” Too often we look at the world through lenses of hate, fear, prejudice, judgment,
and delusion. We see the world through lenses thickened by layers upon layers of conditioning, molded
by our thoughts and experiences. Through our study of the Dharma and our practice of zazen and the
Buddha’s teachings, we become intimate friends with our own minds. Our hearts open; our vision
becomes clearer. Like the Bodhisattva Kannon we start to look at the world with warm eyes of
compassion; we walk more gently through life.

Speaking of walking, at this moment there are a group of Buddhist monks who are on a 120-day 2,300-
mile “Walk for Peace” from Fort Worth, Texas to Washington D.C. Hundreds, if not thousands, of people
flock to catch a glimpse of the saffron-robed monks as they walk through cities, towns, and along country
roads. Accompanied by their gentle dog Aloka, they have been touching and transforming lives along the
way, spreading their message of peace. Simply by walking.

Compassion. Acceptance. Kindness. Understanding. Mindfulness. Stillness. These are the virtues
demonstrated by the humble monks as they walk, step by step, breath by breath, bestowing blessings
along the way. In contrast to the fear, hatred, and violence that are the causes of much suffering in our
country, simply by walking for peace, the monks bring hope, unity, and healing to many. Inspired and
humbled, I am following their journey day after day. May the monks, all people, and all beings be safe
and happy.

Namu kie butsu.. Namu kie ho. Namu kie so.
We take refuge in the Buddha. We take refuge in the Dharma. We take refuge in the Sangha.
In Gassho,
Jiko Nakade

P.S. Please see page 5 for information on this October’s Soto Zen Japan tour. It is my dream to go on this
pilgrimage with many of you, my Sangha friends. It will be fun and meaningful to travel together!




FREE EVENT ¢ OPEN TO ALL

cee 2020 -
14th ANNUAL HAIB

In this crucible

moment of divisiveness
and chaos, can we find ‘the
middle way’ and follow the
Dharma, stepping into a

more awakened life with
clarity and courage? % ! ! '

CELEBRATION

THEME:
"Walking the Path of Harmony
in a Chaotic World"

In honoring the birth and teachings
of Shakyamuni Buddha, Trinidad Hunt
will share some of the ancient wisdom

that can help all of us navigate the

challenges of this modern world.

March 8ch 9:30am

KONA HONGWANJI
BUDDHIST TEMPLE
81-6630 Mamalahoa Hwy, Kealakekua

The author of several books, Trinidad Hunt is a Hawaii resident
residing in Kailua-Kona. As one of the few 4th-generation Hawaiian
Islander of English lineage, she has over 50 years of experience in
Corporate Leadership, management, and staff development.

Trin is now retired and living in her beloved Hawaiian Islands. She is
still doing private leadership coaching for a few select companies.
And she recently completed a deck of self- coaching cards titled
Enlightened Living; it delivers a daily dose of inspire love regarding

GUEST SPEAKER

There will be a free screening of the
42-minute documentary film “Na
Wahine Buda Kiakahi: The Legacy
of Hawaiian Women Buddhists” at
11:30 a.m. following the Buddha
Day Celebration.

EE—

The purpose of the Hawaii
Association of
International Buddhists (HAIB) is
to foster friendship and
understanding among
all Buddhist groups and to
organize programs for the
advancement of peace and
harmony. The Hawaii Island
HAIB coordinators are Rev.
Blayne Higa of Kona Hongwanji
Buddhist Temple and Rev. Jikd
Nakade of Daifukuji Soto
Mission. You may call Rev. Jikd
at (808) 322-3524 for more
information about HAIB or this
Buddha Day event.

Trinidad Hunt lvinga compassionate life.

SPONSORED BY: Hawai'i Association of International Buddhists, Hawai'i Island Chapter

Our keynote speaker at the Buddha Day Celebration on March 8, 2026 will be Trinidad Hunt, who will speak on the
theme of "Walking the Path of Harmony in a Chaotic World.”

In this time of growing divisiveness and chaos, can we find “the Middle Way?” In her talk honoring the birth and
teachings of Sakyamuni Buddha, Trinidad Hunt will share some of the ancient wisdom that can help all of us navigate
the challenges of this modern world.

The author of several books, Trinidad Hunt is a Hawaii resident residing in Kailua-Kona. As one of the few 4th-
generation Hawaiian Islanders of English lineage, she has over 50 years of experience in Corporate Leadership,
management, and staff development.

Trinidad, and business partner Lynne Truair, established Elan Enterprises, which included Elan Learning Institute, Elan
Asia Pacific Australia, and Trinidad Hunt Publishing Group, with sites in Hawaii, Australia, Wisconsin, and Canada.
These offices provide organizational training in corporate and educational sectors worldwide.

Trin is now retired and living in her beloved Hawaiian Islands. She is still doing private leadership coaching for a few
select companies. And she recently completed a deck of self-coaching cards titled Enlightened Living; it delivers a
daily dose of inspire love regarding living a compassionate life.

This is an in-person event with the option of attending via Zoom. Register here to receive the Zoom link the day before
the event: https:/forms.gle/HLyonrYg9VdIL VoQx8&.



https://forms.gle/HLyonrYg9VdLVoQx8

Soto Zen Japan Tour 2026
Travel dates: October 13 - 21, 2026
By Bishop Shuji Komagata

On behalf of the Hawaii Soto Mission Association (HSMA) and the Bishop’s Office, it
is my great pleasure to invite you to join us on a very special journey: the Soto Zen Japan Tour 2026,
taking place from October 13 to 21, 2026.
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The heart of this pilgrimage is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to visit Soto Zen Buddhism’s two
headquarter temples—FEiheiji and Sojiji. These temples are not only historically and spiritually
significant; they are living centers of practice where the spirit of Dogen Zenji continues to be embodied
through daily training, ritual, and community. For many practitioners, visiting these temples is a lifelong
aspiration, and doing so as part of an organized Soto Mission tour adds a depth of meaning that cannot be
replicated when traveling alone.

This journey also offers something refreshingly different from the typical “Golden Route” between Tokyo
and Osaka. Beginning in Nagoya, our route takes us through regions rich in culture, history, and natural
beauty—areas that many travelers never experience. Along the way, we will enjoy scenic landscapes,
charming towns, and meaningful cultural encounters, traveling together at a relaxed and thoughtful pace
rather than rushing by shinkansen from one major city to the next.

As outlined in the itinerary, the tour includes opportunities to:
- Visit historic temples and sacred training sites - Experience regional Japanese culture and traditions
- Enjoy seasonal scenery and thoughtfully selected attractions - Savor a variety of delicious local cuisine
Tour Cost (per person)
Air & Land Package* (Includes roundtrip airfare between Honolulu (HNL) and Nagoya (NGO), ground
transportation, hotels, and several meals)
- $3,390 (twin occupancy) - $3,995 (single occupancy)
* Extensions are not allowed for the Air & Land Package. If you would like to extend your stay, please
select the Land Only Package (below). You will need to make your own air arrangements.
Land Only Package (Meet the group at the Nagoya Hotel on October 14)
* - §2,425 (twin occupancy) - $3,025 (single occupancy)

I warmly encourage you to review the itinerary carefully and imagine yourself walking the temple
grounds, sharing meals and conversations, and journeying together through parts of Japan that are both
beautiful and deeply meaningful. It is my hope that this tour will be not only be memorable, but truly
transformative—a journey of practice, connection, and gratitude that we will carry with us long after we
return home.

Please register by January 26, 2026. https://www.sotomission.org/posts/japantour2026. Should you
need help with the online registration, please don’t hesitate to contact Rev. Jiko.



https://www.sotomission.org/posts/japantour2026

February Activities
(More activities listed at https://www.daifukuji.org/activities.html)

Dharma Keiki - We are hosting a special event on February 1 and invite new families to join us.
Please see page 7 for more information. Dharma Keiki is a program for children of preschool age to
grade 3 and their parents. Siblings are welcome. Please join us on February 1 and February 15 from
9:30 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. for the children’s service. There is a ZOOM option for the first Sunday of the
month. By donation. Bring a healthy snack to share. Contact Rev. Jiko at rev.jiko@daifukuji.org for
information. To register, please go to: https://forms.gle/Azubjv2fbmEHUJZk6.

Zazen (Meditation) - Zazen is offered in person and via Zoom every Wednesday and Friday from 6:00
a.m. - 7:00 a.m. Wednesday zazen is followed by 20 minutes of chanting. Sunset meditation is held on
Monday evenings from 6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. Practitioners are asked to arrive 10-15 minutes prior to the
starting time. Contact Rev. Jiko at rev.jiko@daifukuji.org to receive the Zoom link for the morning zazen
sessions. https://www.daifukuji.org/zazen.html

Art Meditation: Shakyo (tracing the sutras) & Shabutsu (tracing pictures of buddhas) - Saturday,
February 7 from 9:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. in the Social Hall. Art supplies are provided. All are welcome.
By donation. Call (808) 322-3524 for information.

Sangha Sisters Women’s Spirituality Circle - Meetings are held in person on the second Friday of the
month at 5:30 p.m. Call Susie at (808) 936-5817 for information.

Qigong - Thursday classes are one hour and held inside the Hisashi Kimura Cultural Hall. $5.00 per class.
Call or text instructor Philip Kakuho Hema for schedule and other information: (808) 345-1492.

Soleful Strutters - Qigong-T’ai Chi warm-up & walking on temple grounds at 9:00 a.m. on Tuesdays. A
good way to get some exercise and make new friends. For information, please contact Hannah Israel at
(408) 421-8845 or Reverend Jiko at (808) 322-3524.

Samu Fridays - We welcome volunteers for temple cleaning and grounds maintenance on Friday
mornings from 8 a.m. - 10 a.m. Coffee hour & fellowship follows. We bring snacks to share.

Yoga with Liz - One-hour classes are held on Mondays from 8:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. in the Hisashi Kimura
Cultural Hall. No fee, but donations accepted. Bring a mat or towel. Call instructor Liz Aschenbrenner:

(808) 345-1270 or liz217a@hotmail.com.
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WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN US
Sunday, Feb. I, 2026

2.

DHARMA KEIKI (&4

GATHERING

| g SERVICE, GAMES, CRAFT ACTIVITY,
POTLUCK LUNCH

10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p-m.

Please ioin vs here at Doi-Fukvji if you

can ofr on Zoom for the service.

79-724%1 Mamalahoa Hwy. Located next

to Teshima’s in Honalo. |f interested,

please call (808) 322-3524% or send
an email to in-Fc@doi-Fukuji.org




Fujinkai Corner
by Susie Seien Weaver, Fujinkai President

Dear Daifukuji Fujinkai members:

We extend a warm welcome to new Fujinkai members Chi Colberg

and Lloyd Walker. Mahalo to the team that relays

messages to Fujinkai members!
«  We will be making crochet leis for the conference after the
Nirvana Day service lunch on February 8. Contact Andrea for more information. 916-205-3534

*  Manju making for our fundraiser is scheduled for Friday, February 13. Please contact Ann Nakamoto
at 808-937-0149 or Jayne Omori 808-937-2697 if you are interested in participating.

» Saturday, February 14 (Valentine’s Day) is the day of our pancake breakfast fundraiser. Tickets are
$12. A vegetarian tofu option is included. =~ Monetary donations and breakfast supplies are
appreciated. See the sign up sheet in the social hall or call Rev Jiko at 808-322-3524 or Susie Weaver
at 808-936-5817. We need lots of help with preparation, serving, and cleanup. Let us know how you
can help.

* On March 28, join us at 1:00 p.m. in the social hall. We’ll be working on conference preparations.

*  On April 18 & 19, 2026, the Daifukuji Fujinkai will be hosting the UHSSWA conference at Daifukuji
and the Royal Kona Resort. Andrea and Susie will meet with committees to create and implement
action plans and budgets. There are many ways to become involved. Questions? Call, text, or email
Susie at (808) 936-5817, susieweaver2000@yahoo.com or Andrea at (916)205-3534.

*  Wish to become a Fujinkai member? There’s information on our website: https://www.daifukuji.org/
activities/Fujinkai Brochure 2025.pdf.

Cann S

A warm welcome to our new Fujinkai members! Our Enthusiastic Fujinkai Board
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Gift Shop News
by Clear Houn Englebert
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Sangha member Amy Shozen Chung has sewn and donated wagesa cases of beautiful fabric which the
shop is selling for $10 each.

We’ve just received a shipment of scrolls from Japan. The two vintage scrolls show Kannon with the
Hannyashingyo and the two new scrolls show the Buddha with twelve Bodhisattvas. The white-robed
Kannon is handpainted and the others are prints. The colorful standing Kannon has a background of the
Hannyashingyo printed one thousand times. Each scroll is $100.
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The gift shop needs two things — people to volunteer as cashiers and someone to build a freestanding
book display unit.

Cashier volunteers would hopefully be able to commit to either: a three-hour shift weekly or a one- to
three-hour shift on the monthly Sundays when the temple has a major service. Working in the shop is a
great way to learn more about Buddhism, and to meet our congregation members as well as Buddhists
from all over the world. Working in a Buddhist gift shop is a rare and wonderful opportunity. Here’s what
longtime volunteer Hannah Horan has to say about it, “Volunteering in the Daifukuji Gift shop can be a
very rewarding experience. By volunteering, you have a great opportunity to meet or become better
acquainted with our Sangha, community members, and visitors to our island. You learn about Buddhism
through the myriad collections of books and Buddhist devotional items that we offer for sale. You also
have the opportunity to listen and learn when Clear exchanges conversations with visitors who are asking
perhaps about a scroll, a statue of a Bodhisattva, or a book of Zen poems. Volunteering in the Gift Shop is
a great way to give back to Daifukuji while enriching your life.”

The freestanding book display unit will replace the rolling metal book cart which used to be rolled out
onto the temple lanai and put between the minister’s residence door and the choba door. That little cart
hasn’t rolled in years and its space in the shop would be better used to hold a taller, stationary display
unit. The gift shop can pay the builder for their time, so if you know anybody who has the time and skill,
please let Clear Houn know, 808-328-0329 (voice only) or clearengle@aol.com.
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Daifukuji Zazenkai’s Invitation to An Evening of Meditation &
Fellowship

Sunday, March 1, 2026 Meditation Hall
4:30 p.m. Instruction for those new to zazen practice
5:00 - 6:00 p.m. Zazen (In person and via Zoom)

6:00 p.m. Welcome circle and Dharma talk by Rev. Jikd, followed by a vegetarian potluck
dinner - Please bring your own reusable set of tableware.

The Daifukuji Zazenkai warmly invites those who attend zazen sessions on Mondays, Wednesdays, and
Fridays, as well as those who are interested in starting a zazen practice, to a special gathering on Sunday,

March 1, 2026.

Those who are new to zazen practice are asked to arrive by 4:30 p.m. Zazen instruction will be given by
Rev. Jikd with the assistance of Sharlene Hoju inside the meditation hall. Others may arrive by 5:00 p.m.

Please dress comfortably in dark colors and avoid wearing shorts and tank tops. Also, please do not use
strong fragrances in the meditation hall. To receive the Zoom link for zazen please send an email request
to rev.jiko@daifukuji.org.

A vegetarian potluck dinner will be held in the social hall.

Hidden Gem
by Michael Keller

Kosho Uchiyama’s Opening the Hand of Thought (Massachusetts, 2004) is one of the
books that have influenced me greatly during my study of Zen. In rereading this book, I
still find many valuable insights.

In a preface to the book, Uchiyama says, “What I want for you, the reader, is that you understand with
your own intellect that Zen concerns the true depth of life that is beyond the reach of that intellect.” (p.
30)

To me, the expression, “the true depth of life,” indicates what zazen practitioners experience when they
put thinking aside and return to their breathing. This experience, being beyond thought, slumbers
inexpressibly under the surface of consciousness. It cannot be described to anyone else any more than to
oneself. It doesn’t need a name. It is a secret, invaluable, personal gem provided to those who sit zazen.

To read more essays by Michael Keller, visit his website https://www.zazenessays.com/. Mike is a
Daifukuji member who lives in Houston, Texas.
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Project Dana News

Our Project Dana kiipuna and volunteers will be
celebrating Valentine’s Day at their next
gathering on Wednesday, February 11 at 9:30
a.m. Rev. Jigaku Takenouchi and friends from
Taishoji Soto Mission’s kiipuna group will be
joining us for a morning of fellowship.

Please dress in your red-and-white Valentine’s
colors.

Project Dana is a monthly senior activity
program that is open to Daifukuji members age
60 and above. It is funded by Daifukuji Soto
Mission and made possible with the help of many
volunteers. For information on joining Project
Dana, please call Joyce St. Arnault at (808)
329-3833 or Rev. Jiko at (808) 322-3524.

Welcoming
New Members
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With grateful and happy hearts, our sangha
welcomes the following new members:

Amy Chung
Katie Kamelamela

Dwight, Logan, and Landon Matsumoto

Information regarding temple membership,
which is open to all, may be found online at
https://www.daifukuji.org/
membership_brochure.pdf or by calling the
temple office at (808) 322-3524. Also,
brochures and 2026 membership forms are
available on the brochure rack on a table
inside the temple.

In Loving Memory

(GO

Coming Up in March...

Charles Olden
Baika Practice, Dharma Keiki, and Zazenkai Gathering
January 9,2026 ¢\ L March 1
Age 90 Shakyd......ccovvvvvininn... March 7
HAIB Buddha Day at Kona Hongwanji...... March 8
We express our sincere condolences Project Dana................... March 11
to the bereaved family and surround
them with our love. Dharma Keiki................. March 15

Namu Kanzeon Bosatsu.

Homage to the Bodhisattva of great
COmpassion.

Spring Higan & 33 Kannon Pilgrimage...... March 22
Baika Practice................. March 29

Note: The monthly Kannon-ko service will NOT be held in
March.
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11:00AM Life Sup-
port Education
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SOTO ZEN

JAPAN TOUR 2026

.................

Coordinated Hawaii

Soto Missi Bishop’s Offi
AIR & LAND PACKAGES e e
LAND ONLY PACKAGES ' m

@) www.sotomission.org
e Destinations: Fukui, Kanazawa, Toyama, Niigata, 5% japantour2026@sotomission.org

Tsurumi, Yokohama, Kamakura, and Tokyo Tour Arrangements by:
Duration: 7 Nights / 9 Doys Kintetsu International Hawaii
Accommodations: 3-Star Hotels TOUR COST !mmumum
Excursions: Guided tours, temple visits, cultural

experiences, and adventure activities AR & LAND PACKAGE

* Meals: Daily breakfast, select lunch and dinners $B::§?DSO(':: Rvﬁﬁozgﬁf@v"
e Transportation: Flights, airport transfers, and local
- $3,995 PER PERSON

transportation
Land Only Packages: Does not include flights and

airport transfers (7 Nights / 8 Days) LAND ONLY PACKAGE
$2,425 PER PERSON

BASED ON TWIN OCCUPANCY

TRAVELDATES October 13 - 21, 2026 $3,025 PER PERSON

BASED ON SINGLE OCCUPANCY

BASED ON SINGLE OCCUPANCY




