Daifu kUj i SOto M iSSion A Golden Chain of Sangha Love

79-7241 Mamalahoa Hwy., Kealakekua, HI 96750 January, 2026
(808) 322-3524 www.daifukuji.org See “archives” on our website for previous newsletters.
New Year’s Day Blessing Service ‘

s%g;m: Thursday, January 1, 2026
2 é-v 10:00 a.m.
% ALL ARE INVITED

Let’s begin 2026 with the Buddha, Dharma, and Sangha in our hearts and with blessings for everyone’s
health and safety. During the service, individual blessings will be given by Reverend Jikd. After the

service, attendees may ring the temple bell and enjoy hot noodles and sangha fellowship inside the social
hall.

Assorted omamori (Buddhist blessing charms for one’s purse and vehicle), including ones for dogs and
cats, and ofuda (blessing cards for home and office) will be available for purchase. No pre-orders will be
taken. You may purchase omamori after the service or stop by the temple to them at another time. On
January 1st, payment will be accepted by cash, check, credit card and Venmo.

The Daifukuji Gift Shop will be open before and after the service.

The service will be live-streamed via Daifukuji’s YouTube channel. We invite you to become a
subscriber:  https://www.youtube.com/c/DaifukujiSotoZenHawaii.

As the new year begins, we happily welcome new members & membership renewals. Please use the 2026
membership form to join the membership or renew your membership. The form can be found on page 11 of
this newsletter. If you wish, you may drop by the temple to pick up a form or request that one be mailed to
you. For information about membership, please visit https://www.daifukuji.org/membership_brochure.pdf.




Daifukuji’s Bodhi Tree: The End of My Story (Maybe)
by Rev. Jikd Nakade

5 B

The magnificen t I began telling the story of Daifukuji’s Bodhi tree in the October, 2025 newsletter
Bodhi tree in Foster and continued it in the November and December newsletters. Last month, I
Botanical Garden in introduced Oregon State University biology professor Dee Denver, Ph.D. and
Honolulu. Jazlee Crowley, a Ph.D. ethnobiology student, whose DNA genetic testing of

Daifukuji’s Bodhi tree revealed that it is a propagate clone of the original Tree of
Enlightenment. What this means is that our humble Bodhi tree standing in the corner of the yard is a
descendant of the tree under which the Buddha attained enlightenment in India over 2,500 years ago.
Wow! How did this happen?

It turns out that, as an expression of his gratitude for his friend Mary Foster, Anagarika Dharmapala had a
cutting from the Bodhi tree in Sri Lanka, which was a descendent of the original Bodhi tree, shipped to
her. Mary had it planted in her garden in Honolulu in 1913 and it is still there today, standing
magnificently near the garden’s entrance. Cuttings and seeds from this tree were given to many Buddhist
temples in Hawai‘i.

Somehow, a seed or plant was brought to Daifukuji. No one remembers who planted our Bodhi tree.
Fortunately, the plant took root in Kona’s rocky lava soil and grew until it towered
over the temple. The tree has had to be pruned back a few times in order to contain
its spread. Looking at the size of its trunk, biologist Jazlee Crowley estimates our
tree to be about 60 years old.

Our Bodhi tree directly connects our temple and sangha to Dr. Patricia Masters and
Mary Elizabeth Mikahala Robinson Foster of Honolulu, to Anagarika Dharmapala
of Sri Lanka, to the Bodhi tree in Sri Lanka which was a descendant of the original
Bodhi tree, and to the Bodhi tree in Bodh Gaya, India today, which is also a
descendant of the original tree. What we have learned from this story is that the
web of connections that holds us together on this planet is wondrous and vast. We
are all intimately connected in ways that we cannot even imagine. Over 2,500

years ago a tree provided shelter and shade for a seeker of the truth named

Siddharta Gautama, and witnessed his great enlightenment under its branches.

Today, a descendent of this very tree stands in our temple’s yard here in Kona,

Hawai’i. In awe, I bow deeply in gratitude.

Daifukuji’s Bodhi tree
in the north corner of
our temple yard.

Does the story end here? I think not. Recently, two keiki plants, cultivated by Tyrone Ohta from seeds
from our Bodhi tree, were gifted to Taishoji Soto Mission in Hilo. This story continues!

(The book Searching for Mary Foster by Patricia Masters, Ph.D. is available in both Daifukuji’s library
and gift shop.)




New Year’s Greetings from Rev. Jiko
Dear Sangha friends,

“Daifukuji Soto Mission: A Golden Chain of Sangha Love” is the
y newsletter theme that I’ve chosen for 2026. As a child I recited “The
Happ‘y New Year from the Golden Chain” every Sunday at Daifukuji, and each word is etched in my
Nakade ‘ohana. mind. “T will try to think pure and beautiful thoughts, say pure and

beautiful words, and do pure and beautiful deeds, knowing that on what I

do now depends my happiness or misery.” Perhaps some of you also
remember these words — words written by Dorothy Hunt over 90 years ago in Hawai‘i and still recited
in temples today. “The Buddha’s Golden Chain of Love: Creating a Bright World” will be the theme of
the statewide UHSSWA conference which the Daifukuji Fujinkai will be hosting in April and a theme
which we can carry in our hearts throughout the Year of the Horse.

My family joins me in sending you blessings of mindfulness, peace, joy, equanimity, and loving-
kindness. We truly appreciate your love and support and enjoy your presence at Daifukuji. May we all
practice the Buddha Way and, together, create a bright and peaceful world for all beings.

With much gratitude, in gassho,
Jiko Nakade

A Message from Your Temple President

Happy New Year to all!

It will be a joy to celebrate the Year of the Horse together! Our temple is
growing strong like a mountain. Our practice is daily. And, as the Dalai
Lama says, “Our religion is kindness.”

On January 25, 2026, we will start our temple’s New Year’s party with the annual General Membership
meeting. Our Fujinkai and helpers will surely prepare a feast. During the program, we will introduce
our new members, honor our kiipuna, watch our young ones thunder on the taiko, remember those who
have crossed over, and raise our cups to celebrate the New Year. Banzai!

The Daifukuji Board of Directors has had a very fruitful year. We look forward to continuing the
momentum in 2026 and have lots of good news to share.

With the Buddha, Dharma and all of you, our Sangha, we follow our chosen path. May you be safe,
well, and at peace.

With warm aloha,

Barb Shoshin Bosz




Japanese Conversation Classes to Begin in January
Sensei: Reiko Sekine

January 6 - February 24, 2026 Daifukuji Social Hall

Every Tuesday from 2:00 - 3:00 p.m. for 8 consecutive weeks.

Have you been wanting to learn basic Japanese conversation skills? If so, here’s your chance! Daifukuji
member Reiko Sekine will be offering weekly in-person Japanese conversation classes on Tuesday
afternoons from 2 p.m. - 3 p.m. beginning January 6. Classes will be held in the Daifukuji Social Hall.

While there is no class fee, “dana” boxes will be available should one wish to leave an offering for Reiko
Sensei and Daifukuji Soto Mission. All are welcome. No prior knowledge of the Japanese language is
needed.

To register, please contact Rev. Jiko at (808) 322-3524, rev.jiko@daifukuji.org by December 31.

NOTE: Bishop Shuji Komagata has announced that the dates of the 2026 Hawaii Soto Mission’s Japan
tour have been changed to October 12 - 20, 2026. These dates will be confirmed when the itinerary
becomes available. Please check upcoming newsletters for more information.

A new series of Dharma classes by Zoom REVISED SCHEDULE ZeN
¥ “vows
Reading and Writing Verses for Daily Buddhist Practice lh ror
DAILY WFE '~
A five-week series of classes with instructor Rev. Jiko Nakade via ZOOM. Rosest Jlm

Thursdays from 11 a.m. - Noon HST (Weekly, January 15 - February 12)
OR
Saturdays from 8 a.m. -9 a.m. HST (January 24 & 31, February 7 & 28, March 7)

Using the book Zen Vows for Daily Life by Robert Aitken, we will be reading verses for Zen Buddhist
practice by Aitken Roshi, a prominent Hawai‘i Zen teacher who passed away in 2010. We will also have
fun composing short verses of our own and be given the opportunity to share them with our Zoom Dharma
friends.

Copies of this hardback book, which normally retails for $24.95, will be sold to Dharma class members at
the greatly discounted price of $12.50 through the Daifukuji Gift Shop. The gift shop is unable to mail out
books, so please purchase your copy elsewhere if you are unable to visit the shop.

There is no fee for Rev. Jikd’s classes. One may make a donation to Daifukuji Soto Mission.

For more information or to register for either the Thursday classes or Saturday classes, please contact Rev.
Jiko at (808) 322-3524, rev.jiko@daifukuji.org by December 31, 2025. Class size is limited so it is best
to sign up as soon as possible.




January Activities
(More activities listed at https://www.daifukuji.org/activities.html) Tt R,

Dharma Keiki - Dharma Keiki is a program for children of preschool age to grade 3 and their parents.
Siblings are welcome. Please join us on January 4 and January 18 from 9:30 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. There is
a ZOOM option for the first Sunday of the month. By donation. Bring a healthy snack to share. Contact
Rev. Jiko at rev.jiko@daifukuji.org for information. To register, please go to: https://forms.gle/
Azubjv2fbmEHUJZk6.

Zazen (Meditation) - Zazen is offered in person and via Zoom every Wednesday and Friday from 6:00
a.m. - 7:00 a.m. Wednesday zazen is followed by 20 minutes of chanting. Sunset meditation is held on
Monday evenings from 6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. Practitioners are asked to arrive 10-15 minutes prior to the
starting time. Contact Rev. Jiko at rev.jiko@daifukuji.org to receive the Zoom link for the morning zazen
sessions. https://www.daifukuji.org/zazen.html

Art Meditation: Shakyo (tracing the sutras) & Shabutsu (tracing pictures of buddhas) - Saturday,
January 3 from 9:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. in the Social Hall. Art supplies are provided. All are welcome. By
donation. Call (808) 322-3524 for information.

Sangha Sisters Women’s Spirituality Circle - Meetings are held in person on the second Friday of the
month at 5:30 p.m. Call Susie at (808) 936-5817 for information.

Qigong - Thursday classes are one hour and held inside the Hisashi Kimura Cultural Hall. $5.00 per class.
Call or text instructor Philip Kakuho Hema for schedule and other information: (808) 345-1492.

Soleful Strutters - Qigong-T’ai Chi warm-up & walking on temple grounds at 9:00 a.m. on Tuesdays. A
good way to get some exercise and make new friends. For information, please contact Hannah Israel at
(408) 421-8845 or Reverend Jiko at (808) 322-3524.

Samu Fridays - We welcome volunteers for temple cleaning and grounds maintenance on Friday
mornings from 8 a.m. - 10 a.m. Coffee hour & fellowship follows. We bring snacks to share.

Yoga with Liz - One-hour classes are held on Mondays from 8:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. in the Hisashi Kimura
Cultural Hall. No fee, but donations accepted. Bring a mat or towel. Call instructor Liz Aschenbrenner:
(808) 345-1270 or liz217a@hotmail.com.




Fujinkai Corner

by Susie Seien Weaver, Fujinkai President

Dear Daifukuji Fujinkai members:

Questions? Call, text, or email Susie at (808) 936-5817,
susieweaver2000@yahoo.com or Andrea at (916)205-3534. Wish

We warmly welcome Akemi Maeshima as a new member of our Fujinkai.

Our Hatsumairi (first service and meeting of 2026) will be held on Sunday, January 11 at 10 a.m. At
this service we will honor members who passed in 2025 and welcome new members. There will be a
sign up sheet for volunteering at the Fujinkai’s pancake breakfast fundraiser on February 14. One may
also sign up to donate ingredients. Tickets may be purchased and the $10 annual dues will be
collected from all Fujinkai members under the age of 85. A pasta bar luncheon will be provided.
Walter Kunitake will do a presentation on the vision and progress of the Japanese Cultural Center of
Kona. Group leaders will be contacting members for a headcount.

Manju making for our fundraiser is scheduled for Friday, February 13.

Saturday, February 14 (Valentine’s Day) will be the day of our pancake breakfast fundraiser. Tickets
are $12. A vegetarian tofu option is included. Please see the flyer on page 7.

On April 18 & 19, 2026, the Daifukuji Fujinkai will be hosting the UHSSWA conference at Daifukuji
and the Royal Kona Resort. In the coming months committees will meet to create and implement
action plans.

to become a Fujinkai member? There’s information on our
website: https://www.daifukuji.org/activities/

Fujinkai Brochure 2025.pdf. https:/www.daifukuji.org/
activities/Fujinkai Membership Form.pdf




WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN US

9. Sunday, Feb. I, 2026 R
»° DHARMA KEIKI (&
\q GATHERING

’ SERVICE, GAMES, CRAFT ACTIVITY,
POTLUCK LUNCH

10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p-m.

Please join us here at Daifukvji if you
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-
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can or on Zoom for the service.

79-724%1 Mamalahoa Hwy. Located next
to Teshima’s in Honalo. If interested,
please call (808) 322-3524% or send
an email to in-Fo@doi-kauji.org

Families with young children
are invited to join our Dharma
Keiki program. Please see
page 5 for more information.

PANCAKE
BREAKFAST

Food and fellowship to bring our community together!

Saturday, Feb 14, 2026 ¢ 7:00am to 10:30am

A FUNDRAISER FOR THE DAIFUKUJI FUJINKAI
$12

TICKET IS GOOD FOR 1 BREAKFAST PLATTER WHICH INCLUDES MISO SOUP AND COFFEE,
TEA, OR JUICE. VEGETARIAN OPTIONS.

DAIFUKUJI SOTO MISSION SOCIAL HALL
797241 MAMALAHOA HWY, NEXT TO TESHIMA'S RESTAURANT

Tickets may be purchased in advance at Daifukuiji Soto Mission
Tickets will also be sold at the door on February 14

FOR MORE INFORMATION & TO BUY TICKETS CONTACT

(808) 322-3524

——
The temple gift
shop will be open

J—
Maniju,
cookbooks, etc.
will also be sold

Mahalo for supporting the Daifukuiji Fujinkai!

Pancake breakfast tickets
will be available for
purchase through the temple
office after January 11.

Library News
by Clear Houn Englebert

wonderful books.

The latest new arrival is the four-volume set of the Shobogenzo translated (primarily)
by Kosen Nishiyama. Volume One came out in 1975 and Volume Four was published
in 1983. This translation was the first one that was complete in English. It’s the
translation that Rev. Jiko and I learned Soto Zen from. We invite you to check out these




Proposed Changes to the Daifukuji Soto Mission
Bylaws

At the upcoming annual general membership which will be held on January 25, 2026, there will be
two proposed changes to the bylaws to consider.

The first change is in bill-paying procedures, to allow us to adapt to changing bank procedures and
requirements, and to the use of the modern variety of payment methods.

The existing bill paying by-law is:
“Section 4.7 Treasurer and Assistant Treasurer
The treasurer shall receive all money paid to the DSM and keep a financial record of such transactions.
All money payable by the DSM shall be paid by-cheek-signed-by-the Freasurer-and-Assistant Treasurer;
and/eorBeard-prestdent. The Year-End Report shall be submitted at the second annual meeting of the
Board of Directors.”

The proposed by-law is:

“Section 4.7 Treasurer and Assistant Treasurer

The treasurer shall receive all money paid to the DSM and keep a financial record of such transactions.
All money payable by the DSM shall be paid from accounts and by means authorized by the Board of
Directors, under the general supervision of the treasurer. The assistant treasurer will assist as directed by
the treasurer. The Year-End Report shall be submitted at the second annual meeting of the Board of
Directors.”

The second change adds a standing committee.

The existing committee bylaw is:
“Section 7.1 Standing Committees

There shall be the following standing committees: Temple Repair & Maintenance Committee and-the
Nominating Committee”

The proposed bylaw is:
“Section 7.1 Standing Committees
There shall be the following standing committees: Temple Repair & Maintenance Committee,

the Nominating Committee, and the Ministerial Relations Committee.”




Temple and Yard Clean-up Mahalo

The cool air on November 30, 2025 must have made people reluctant to get out
from under the covers. As the sun was coming up there weren’t very many cars
in the Daifukuji parking lot. But once clean-up day got underway the parking lot
was full. We had over sixty people from most of the temple groups come out
and help. There were enough hands to complete several extra tasks.

The Zazenkai Meditation Group prepared a delicious lunch with lots of
homemade specialties. Thank you, Zazenkai!

We had quite a few people who were new to clean up day. It was great to see those with clean up day
experience helping the new folks.

Mahalo to everyone who helped with the November cleanup.

Aloha,
Shaun Roth, Cleanup Chair

General Membership Meeting Coming Up in February...

Daifukuji Soto Mission’s annual general Baika Practice and Dharma Keiki Fun

membership meeting will be held at the time of the Day....... February 1

temple’s New Year’s party on Sunday, January 25, Shakyo.........ccooeviiiiinin February 7

2026 at 11:00 a.m. Temple members are ‘ _

encouraged tO attend this meeting' Neral’la Day service.......... February 8

Forms for this event will be sent to temple Project Dana................... February 11

members.  Temple members who do not receive a Fujinkai Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser....

form, either by email or USPS, by January 1, please February 14

contact the temple office at (808) 322-3524, Dh Keiki Feb i

rev.iiko@daifukuii.org. arma Keiki.................. ebruary 15
Kannon-ko Service............ February 18




Bodhi Day Photos by Brian Yamamoto
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Daifukuji Soto Mission
2026 Annual Membership Form

Please check one of the following:
_____Membership renewal
_____New member

____Not a member but wish to be a supporter of the temple. Enclosed is my donation.

Members of your household who consider themselves members of Daifukuji Soto Mission:

1.
Last Name First Name Year of Birth Occupation
2.

Last Name First Name Year of Birth Occupation
> Last Name First Name Year of Birth Occupation
4.

Last Name First Name Year of Birth Occupation
> Last Name First Name Year of Birth Occupation

(Please add names on a separate sheet if necessary.)

Mailing Address

Street Address (if different from mailing address)

Phone Number Cell Phone Number

E-mail Address Check if you would like to receive your newsletter by email.

*2026 Annual Membership Dues
$60.00 per household $

* Temple Operation
Fund Donation (ijihi) )
Helps with cemetery and columbarium maintenance, utilities, insurance, minister’s salary, office
equipment & supplies, basic maintenance, altar & kitchen supplies, newsletter, etc.

*Annual Sunday Services Donation $
(Gobutsuzen)
TOTAL ENCLOSED $

Please make checks payable to: Daifukuji Soto Mission . Kindly remit by June 1, 2026.

Membership forms and donations may be dropped off at the temple office or mailed to:
Daifukuji Soto Mission, P.O. Box 55, Kealakekua, HI 96750.

Your donations sustain our temple & programs. Whatever amount you can donate beyond the membership
dues is greatly appreciated. Thank you very much for your generosity & support. In Gassho
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